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316 The Old Testament Student. 

made to make men glad. Wine drunk measurably and in season is gladness of 
heart, and joy of soul; wine drunken to excess is bitterness of soul, with excite- 
ment and quarrelsomeness." (xxxi., 16-18, 20, 2], 25 sq). 

The morality, that is urged is extolled because of the recompense to be 
received in this life ; nothing is said of the spiritual motives prompting to right 
action, the resurrection is unknown, and states of future reward and punishment 
are not mentioned. 

Careful study expended on these works will be well repaid ; and the student 
will find in them much that is attractive and pleasing. E. R. Pope, 

Morgan Park. 



1 Samuel II., 35. — " But I will raise up to me a faithful priest who will do 
according to that which is in my heart and in my soul ; and I will build for him a 
sure house, and he will walk before my anointed all the days." 

Prophecy can be interpreted only in the light of history. That we may under- 
stand this prediction made by the " man of God " it will be necessary to glance 
backward at the preceding history of the priesthood and forward at the future of 
Eli's family. 

Verse 28 speaks of the house of Eli's father. This plaiidy refers to Aaron. 
To him God promised the priest's office for a perpetual statute (Exod. xxix., 9) ; 
this covenant of an everlasting priesthood was confirmed to his grandson Phine- 
has, the son of Eleazar (Num. xxv., 13). For many generations the high priests 
had come from this branch of the family. But now we find as high-priest Eli, who 
was a descendant not of Eleazar, but of Aaron's younger son, Ithamar. Eli con- 
ferred the priest's office upoii his sons Hophni and Phinehas, who "trampled 
upon the sacrifices " and dishonored God by their immoral lives. The man of 
God was sent to Eli to announce the death of his sons and the downfall of his 
house. This denunciation was repeated through Samuel (1 Sam. iii., 12-14). In 
the battle with the Philistines Eli's sons were slain and he himself died on learn- 
ing the issue of the battle. The Ark of God remsiined away from Shiloh, and for 
a long time the priesthood seemed to be utterly abandoned. Samuel performed 
the office of judge and stood between the people and God. However, in the early 
years of Saul's reign, Eli's great-grandson, Ahiah, was high-priest, and after- 
ward Abiathar, also a descendant of Eli. The latter was thrust from liis position 
by Solomon, and the priestliood was given to Zadok, a descendant not of Eli, nor 
of Eli's ancestor Ithamar, but of Eleazar. In this branch of the family it 
continued. 

We are now prepared for a study of the passage itself. To whom does the 
"faithful priest" refer V Four answers Have been proposed referring it (1) to 
Christ, (2) to Samuel, (3) to Zadok, (4) to a line of priests which included Samuel 
and Zadok, and culminated in Christ. 

The first view limiting its application to Christ hardly needs refutation. 
To introduce such an explicit prediction concerning a personal Messiah runs 
counter to the idea of the historic development of prophecy. Further, such an 
interpretation is utterly incongruous ;, the whole passage relates to the dovmfall of 
Eli's house and the appointment of its successor. Again, in this view, to whom 
can " my anointed " refer V 

In reference to the second view whicli applies the prophecy to Samuel exclu- 
sively, it has been well remarked tliat Samuel is never styled a priest, nor does he, 
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strictly speaking, perform tlie functions of a priest. Tlie " sure house " is to be a 
priestly house, but this is not true of Samuel's descent. I might add that I Kgs. 
ir.. 27, declares another event to be the fulfillment of this prediction. 

In favor of the third view, which points to the time when the priesthood was 
transferred from Abiathar to Zadok as the fulfillment, I would state the following 
reasons : Then, and not till then, was Eli's house entirely deprived of the ofHce 
of high-priest. In relation to this event it is distinctly declared that this is a 
fulfillment of the prophecy (1 Kgs. ii., 27). 

Yet this interpretation seems too restricted, for the passage conveys the 
thought not of an individtlal act, but of a continued state. He is to walk before 
(Jod's anointed all the days; his is to be a sure house; to him Eli's house is 
to be in continued subordination (v. 36). 

In this connection it would be well to consider the expression " before my 
anointed." The most natural interpretation of this is that which applies it to 
the future royalty foretold by Moses (Deut. xvii., 14), and concerning which 
reference is made in Hannah's prayer (v. 10). Israel's government is to be 
changed, a theocratic kingdom is to be established, and the priesthood is to be 
brought into close though distinct relationship with the king. 

I believe, then, that the substance of this prediction is, that Eli's family is to 
be removed from the office of high-priest. In his place is to come another line of 
priests, who would be faithful to God, permanently established. This was to a 
certain extent fulfilled in Samuel who, though not really a priest, acted as media- 
tor between God and man. But it was only completely fulfilled in Zadok and the 
line of priests which descended from liim. His w^as a " sure house " enduring for 
many generations ; these priests were as a rule men who did that which was " in 
God's heart;" they "walked before the anointed" king. At that time Eli's 
" arm "—his strength— had been " cut off " (v. 31). He and his posterity " beheld 
distress of dwelling " (v. 32) when the tabernacle was despoiled of the ark and fell 
into decay. His offspring " died, men," i. e., without coming to old age (v. 33). 
The threatened sign of verse 34 was literally fulfilled. In accordance with 
verses 33 and 36, his family did not become entirely extinct, but those who were 
left were reduced to a subordinate and humiliating position. All these circum- 
stances coincide with the interpretation of the verse given above. 

We might say that the prophecy in a secondary, typical sense, applies to 
Christ who is the great high-priest after God's own heart, whose house is forever. 

S. B. Randall, 

Chicago. 



The Date of Deuteronomy. — In the February number of the Unitarian Beview, 
the leading article is by Dr. C. H. Toy, of Harvard College, upon " the date of 
Deuteronomy. A brief sketch, necessarily imperfect, of the argument will be of 
interest and profit to readers of The Student :— 

1.) The legal portion (iv., 44— xxvi., 19) is an independent law book, uncon- 
nected with that given in Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers. 

(1) This appears from the introductory words of chaps, i., iv.; since, had there 
been an extensive public legislation at Sinai, such as that given in Exodus, Levit- 
icus, and Numbers, there would have been a recognition of it ; and, further, these 
words may really imply that now for the first time since they started from Egypt, 
Moses had begun to communicate the divine instruction. 



